
From: Watts, Joshua A CIV USARMY CENWK (USA)
To: Puvogel, Rich; Osolin, John
Cc: Young, Travis S CIV USARMY CENWK (USA); King, Aaron S CIV USARMY CENWK (USA)
Subject: RE: Monroe Township Response to comments
Date: Monday, April 26, 2021 9:32:38 AM
Attachments: MTL_Reintroduction Plan Review Matrix_2021 04.xlsx

John,
We only had a couple of comment, let us know if you have any questions.
Thanks,
Josh
Joshua A. Watts, PE, PMP
Project Manager
U.S. Army Corps of Engineers
Office: (816) 389-3199
Cell: (816) 266-3785

From: Puvogel, Rich <Puvogel.Rich@epa.gov> 
Sent: Friday, April 16, 2021 2:46 PM
To: Watts, Joshua A CIV USARMY CENWK (USA) <Joshua.A.Watts@usace.army.mil>
Cc: Osolin, John <Osolin.John@epa.gov>; Young, Travis S CIV USARMY CENWK (USA)
<Travis.S.Young@usace.army.mil>
Subject: [Non-DoD Source] FW: Monroe Township Response to comments
Hi Josh,
John Osolin is out today and NJDEP has just provided EPA with BFI’s plan for reintroduction of
leachate into the Monroe Township Sewer system (page 12 of the attachment). Wanted to get this
to you as soon as possible, since I am aware that John has discussed with you the tight turnaround
on the document.
Thank you,
Rich

From: Zervas, Gwen (DEP) <Gwen.Zervas@dep.nj.gov> 
Sent: Friday, April 16, 2021 12:31 PM
To: Puvogel, Rich <Puvogel.Rich@epa.gov>
Cc: Osolin, John <Osolin.John@epa.gov>
Subject: Fw: Monroe Township Response to comments
Hi Rich,
I know John is off on Fridays, so I am reaching out to you on a Friday again...
Attached is what BFI submitted last night, which is a compilation of all the work done since
Sept., the reintroduction plan, and a summary. John said that he sent a lot this information to
the Army Corps already since it had been submitted by BFI in the past but as individual
documents.
I wasn't sure if you wanted to send this to the Army Corps today so they have it.
Also, Mark Pedersen asked me today whether the Corps has confirmed their timeframe for
completing their review and once it is completed will EPA be willing to discuss the Corps'
review and acceptance of the plan (provided they do accept it) at the next public meeting. We
are trying to decide whether we need to have our contractor review documents or not - we
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				SITE: Monroe Township Landfill

				CONTRACT: NA										Document Review Matrix

				DOCUMENT:  Leachate Reintroduction to Sanitarty Sewer Plan																																																														Critical		Concur		Acceptable

				SUBMITTAL DATE:				16-Apr-21																																																										Not Critical		Disagree		Not Acceptable

				COMMENT DATE:				22-Apr-21								RESPONSE DATE:						EVAL DATE:				RES DATE:				EVAL DATE:																																						Exception
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				#		PAGE		SECTION		REVIEWER		Critical
Not Critical		Note		RESPONDER		Concur
Disagree
Exception		Note4		Acceptable
Not Acceptable		Note2		Concur
Disagree
Exception2		Note3		Acceptable
Not Acceptable4		Note25

				1		Attachment D, pages 6-7		Initial Leachate Reintroduction and Testing		USACE		Critical		The additional detail provided to Gwen Zervas and John Osolin (by email on April 21) regarding the flow and pressure monitoring and response to high pressure events should be added to the plan.

				2		Attachment D, pages 6-7		Initial Leachate Reintroduction and Testing		USACE		Not Critical		The intital leachate reintroduction testing seems to occur over a bref period of time (a little more than 2 weeks), after which it sounds like the temporary flow meters and pressure sensors in the sewer system will be removed. If they do not occur during the testing period, how will the impacts of of physical blockages or unusual surcharge conditions be assessed? Or is it anticipated that flow and pressure monitoring would need to continue to ensure that appropriate responses can be implemented if these kind of events occur?

				3		Attachment B, pgs 7-8		5 - MONITORING OF THE SEWER SYSTEM, PHOTO-IONIZATION DETECTOR		USACE		Not Critical		This plan indicates that turbulent flows "can cause vaporization and atomization of volatile compounds, increasing the likelihood of odorous compounds escaping sewer liquids." Considering this, should a more focused monitoring of VOCs be implemented to target events that would lead to turbulent flow (e.g. when intruducing leachate)? 

				4		NA		NA		USACE		Not Critical		During the investigation, has any member of the team observed abnormal or elevator odors during execution of the tests?
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think having the Corps look at everything is a good way to go but need to make sure the
timing works.
Thanks so much - we really appreciate all your help on this.
Gwen
DISCLAIMER: Nothing in this correspondence affects your obligations to the State Trustee, the Department, or its
Commissioner regarding natural resource injuries, restoration, or damages.

From: Schmidt, Jacob <JSchmidt4@republicservices.com>
Sent: Thursday, April 15, 2021 10:44 PM
To: Joseph Stroin <jstroin@monroetud.com>; Zervas, Gwen (DEP) <Gwen.Zervas@dep.nj.gov>;
Osolin, John <Osolin.John@epa.gov>; Pflugh, Kerry (DEP) <Kerry.Pflugh@dep.nj.gov>
Cc: Hemma, Alan <AHemma@republicservices.com>; Mccarthy, Sheena
<SMccarthy2@republicservices.com>
Subject: [EXTERNAL] RE: Monroe Township Response to comments
Good evening,
As requested, please find attached a compiled document incorporating the leachate reintroduction
plan, associated comments and responses, additional investigation and analysis, and applicable
revisions to both the leachate reintroduction plan and on-site controls improvements for the landfill.
As noted in the cover letter, improvements on-site continue to progress and we are on schedule to

be ready for leachate introduction as early as the week of April 26th. We look forward to a discussion
with the residents to address the concerns with truck traffic and the path for safe reintroduction.
Please let us know when a meeting can be held with the residents and administration.
Jacob Schmidt
Area Environmental Manager – Northeast
1235 Westlakes Dr, Suite 310
Berwyn, Pennsylvania 19312
e jschmidt4@republicservices.com
o 610.576.2939 c 254.205.0712
f 480.270.8346 w RepublicServices.com

From: Joseph Stroin <jstroin@monroetud.com> 
Sent: Tuesday, April 13, 2021 5:41 PM
To: Zervas, Gwen (DEP) <Gwen.Zervas@dep.nj.gov>; Osolin, John <Osolin.John@epa.gov>; Schmidt,
Jacob <JSchmidt4@republicservices.com>; Pflugh, Kerry (DEP) <Kerry.Pflugh@dep.nj.gov>
Cc: Kevin McGowan <kmcgowan@monroetud.com>; Alan Weinberg
<AWeinberg@monroetwp.com>; Stephen Dalina <sdalina@monroetwp.com>; Miriam Cohen
<MCohen@monroetwp.com>; E Schneider <ESchneider@monroetwp.com>; Charles Dipierro
<cdipierro@monroetwp.com>; terryv05@aol.com
Subject: RE: Monroe Township Response to comments
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Note that (jstroin@monroetud.com) is an external email. Report suspicious emails by clicking
on “Report Phishing"

Thank you Gwen,
Confirming our earlier telecom, the Township would like to receive a formal “plan” that has
assimilated all of the responses to comments that have been provided to date by BFI/Republic and
has been endorsed by both the NJDEP and the EPA. This plan will then be distributed by the
Township to the residents of Inwood Estates for their review in advance of the Public Meeting. After
the meeting, BFI/Republic and the regulatory agencies will address all comments and/or concerns
expressed by the residents and make any required revisions to the plan, including a
schedule/timeline for:

1. Re-introduction of leachate into the sewer system
2. Cessation of pump and haul (i.e. trucking) operations.
3. Clearly detail the location and amount of onsite storage and associated controls to prevent

future spills/tank overflows.
As stated in my email below, the Mayor and Council want the plan to clearly communicate to the
residents how the proposed changes to day to day landfill operations will ensure that any of
previously experienced odor events, spills and O&M process/equipment issues will not reoccur.
If you have any questions please do not hesitate to reach out.
Best regards,
Joe
Joseph E. Stroin Jr. 
Director
Monroe Township Utility Department
Monroe Township Department of Planning and Environmental Protection
143 Union Valley Rd
Monroe, NJ 08831
jstroin@monroetud.com
Tel | (732) 521-1700
Fax | (609) 655-5981

From: Zervas, Gwen (DEP) <Gwen.Zervas@dep.nj.gov> 
Sent: Tuesday, April 13, 2021 3:32 PM
To: Joseph Stroin <jstroin@monroetud.com>
Cc: Osolin, John <Osolin.John@epa.gov>; Pflugh, Kerry (DEP) <Kerry.Pflugh@dep.nj.gov>; Kevin
McGowan <kmcgowan@monroetud.com>; JSchmidt4@republicservices.com
Subject: Re: Monroe Township Response to comments
thank you for the response Joe.
I am currently waiting on MTUD to review the response to comments provided by
BFI/Republic. Once MTUD agrees that those responses adequately address the comments
provided, a revised plan can be submitted if that is what you are requesting. Typically, DEP has
accepted a plan followed by a response to comments and not required a revised plan, but if
MTUD wants a revised plan that can be provided.
When will you be finished reviewing the response to comments provided on Sunday by
BFI/Republic?
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DISCLAIMER: Nothing in this correspondence affects your obligations to the State Trustee, the Department, or its
Commissioner regarding natural resource injuries, restoration, or damages.

From: Joseph Stroin <jstroin@monroetud.com>
Sent: Tuesday, April 13, 2021 10:51 AM
To: Zervas, Gwen (DEP) <Gwen.Zervas@dep.nj.gov>
Cc: Osolin, John <Osolin.John@epa.gov>; Pflugh, Kerry (DEP) <Kerry.Pflugh@dep.nj.gov>; Kevin
McGowan <kmcgowan@monroetud.com>
Subject: [EXTERNAL] RE: Monroe Township Response to comments
Thank you Gwen.
I reached out to the Administration regarding your suggestion for a meeting on 4/21. The response
that I received reiterated the comments made by the Mayor during his site visit to the Landfill on
4/7.
Specifically these comments were that re-introduction of Leachate into the Township’s sewer
system would not take place until:

BFI presents an operational plan to the residents of the Inwood Estates development. This
plan needs to be compiled into a single document/report that is formally approved and
endorsed by both the NJDEP and the EPA prior to the presentation to residents. This
document should detail not only what BFI is proposing, but also how this proposal was
formulated as their solution to address and mitigate the issues that have occurred since the
initial odor events of August, 2020.
The presentation will take place during a public zoom meeting moderated by the NJDEP.
During this public meeting, BFI as the responsible party, needs to detail and certify that all of
the fundamental prerequisite conditions necessary for leachate re-introduction have been
fulfilled.
Once leachate re-introduction has been initiated, BFI is to detail the critical roles,
responsibilities and day to day monitoring/actions they will undertake to ensure that any
future odor events, spills or other operation and maintenance (O&M) issues will not reoccur.
Both the NJDEP and the EPA are to detail their respective oversight roles to ensure that the
responsible party is meeting all of their regulatory landfill O&M obligations.

Once the NJDEP, EPA and BFI/Republic are prepared to formally present the above, then the
Township will coordinate a collectively agreed upon meeting date with the residents.
If you have any questions please do not hesitate to contact me.
Best regards,
Joe
Joseph E. Stroin Jr. 
Director
Monroe Township Utility Department
Monroe Township Department of Planning and Environmental Protection
143 Union Valley Rd
Monroe, NJ 08831
jstroin@monroetud.com
Tel | (732) 521-1700
Fax | (609) 655-5981

From: Zervas, Gwen (DEP) <Gwen.Zervas@dep.nj.gov> 
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Sent: Monday, April 12, 2021 6:45 PM
To: Joseph Stroin <jstroin@monroetud.com>
Cc: Osolin.John@epa.gov; Schmidt, Jacob <JSchmidt4@republicservices.com>; Pflugh, Kerry (DEP)
<Kerry.Pflugh@dep.nj.gov>
Subject: Monroe Township Response to comments
Hi Joe,
EPA has reviewed the response to comments document (for the EPA comments) that Jacob
Schmidt submitted yesterday and find the responses acceptable. I've reviewed all responses to
comments (EPA and MTUD comments - DEP comments were covered in both the EPA and
MTUD comments) and I find the responses acceptable. I've attached the email from Jacob
with the response to comments documents for reference.
I've also attached my email from earlier today with the offer to have a meeting to go over the
responses to comments with you or to answer any questions you may have. I have availability
Thursday and Friday for that meeting.
Also, I suggested having a public meeting on April 21 or 22; you stated April 22 was not
available. Please let me know if April 21 is an option; if not, we may have push it back to the
first week of May due to conflicts the last week of April.
Finally, I look forward to having the conversation regarding having more effective
communication that we were unable to have last week due to your schedule. My goal is to
make sure residents are getting thorough and timely responses to their concerns and to keep
lines of communication open between Monroe Township, DEP, EPA and BFI/Republic. For
example, Shannon received questions from a resident that Shannon shared with EPA,
BFI/Republic, and me Saturday evening. I contacted Shannon this morning regarding who
would be responding, and she forwarded me Alan Weinberg's response (attached) that he
sent out Saturday evening but did not copy BFI. EPA or DEP. It would be helpful if we were
copied so we can ensure all the residents' concerns are addressed. If you are not the person I
should speak to about this, please let me know.
Thanks very much,
Gwen
DISCLAIMER: Nothing in this correspondence affects your obligations to the State Trustee, the Department, or its
Commissioner regarding natural resource injuries, restoration, or damages.
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